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Wohler’s Touch-It Brings Smiles at Starz

by Lonnie Scheele
Executive Director of Broadcast
Engineering and Operations
Starz Entertainment

ENGLEWOOD, COLO.

tarz Entertainment moved into a
Srlew facility here nine years ago,

and has since expanded its services
to include 16 distinct movie channels,
including Starz and Encore.

In 20009, after learning that the file
servers that we'd been using would soon
be unsupported, we began to migrate
our channels from the legacy SD and
HD transmission infrastructure to an IT-
based transmission model.

NEEDED ADDITIONAL
SERVER MONITORING

As we installed the new server sys-
tems—a nondescript series of black box-
es with green lights—we realized that we
needed a convenient way to see precisely
what each server was playing out. That’s
why the Touch-1It Digital 16-channel vid-
eo color monitor from Wohler Technolo-
gies, was an ideal solution for us.

[ knew that our staff would appreciate
the visual appeal of the Touch-It Digital.
It would be very convenient to walk by
each server rack and immediately see that
the correct movie was playing out on all
channels and that the picture wasn't fro-
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zen, black, or otherwise compromised.
However, I didn' realize initially how the
Wohler system would become a critical
and valuable part of our broader video
operations.

Starz Entertainments video servers
are located in a central equipment room,
with playout monitoring in the broadcast
operations area. Aside from this moni-
toring, we had no other means for ac-
cessing content playout from the server
racks. The advantage of the Touch-It
Digital is that—unlike other systems—it
allows the operator to see all 16 inputs
at a glance. He or she can then tap the
LCD touchscreen to select one of those
inputs for a larger view on the unit’s sec-
ond display screen. Planning our server
racks around 16 inputs per Wohler unit

gave us just the right distri-
bution of servers for good
heat dissipation, power use
and cabling.

The Touch-It Digital
is cost-effective and has
quickly paid for itself. Our
six Wohler systems were
easily installed, and their
SD/HD auto-switching ca-
pability allows us to com-
bine SD and HD channels
in a server unit and easily
monitor them. Our serv-
ers are set up as redun-
dant A and B units, with
each channel playing out
of both an A unit and a B unit. Either of
these channels can be on-air at any given
time, and we can now walk by the server
systems and make a visual check that the
two outputs are playing the same video
and in proper sync.

Starz personnel use the Wohler
Touch-It Digital system on a daily basis
to inspect the health of all our playout
services. We enjoy the functionality of
the systems’ unique design, and plan to
incorporate Touch-It Digital systems at
our disaster recovery site to provide the
same convenience in monitoring server
output.

Lonnie Scheele has been with Starz En-
tertainment for 13 years. He may be con-

tacted at lonnie.scheele@starz.com.

For additional information, ~contact
Wohler at 510-870-0810 or visit www.
wobhler.com.
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Multidyne’s TS12-10B television
test signal generator provides 12
NTSC video test signals, including a
5 MHz line sweep, multiburst, NTC-
7 composite, NTC-7 combination and
multipulse. It also provides vertical
interval test signals and has loop-
throughs for external audio and video.

The TS12-10B is an ideal signal
source for performing signal-to-
noise  and  signal-to-quantizing
noise measurements. It includes a
16-message programmable character
generator that delivers up to 32
characters per message.

The TS12-10B is available in both
rack-mounted and portable versions.
The portable unit can operate for up
to 12 hours on four AA batteries, or
from AC power sources via an external
supply.

For more information, contact
Multidyne at 800-488-8378 or visit

www.multidyne.com.

Features

SMPTE 311 Standard
Integrated splice enclosure
Easy maintenance

and Installation

Patented Design

modular system

Available in 2RU, 3RU and a
variety of Configurations
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